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SCURCE Svenske Dagbladet, No 245, 1949,

MOSCOW SEES RUMANIA AS ONLY RELIABLE VASSAL

Postwar Burcpe stands at the threzkold of a aaw epoch, !f coe may baliava
& usuaily well-informed source in Vieana. Stalin has glven up plans of forming
o Belkan bloc and new regards Rumania ss b1a only relieble vagsel. The news
has leaked out to the oller zatellite stetes and hes rocked their Communist
parties to the very fowndetioas.

According to thie sovrce, Stalin has succseded 1n wianing the Follithuro
over to his polscy. The recrganization of tho Balkane acema te deopond on
Stalin's derire to come to agrsenent with the Western powere, and it 18 pre-
eumed that he 1s now willing to ghape aieg poliey 1a accardence with the agree-
wents made at Yalta.

The "very recent nropaganda campaign may very well have been designed to
conceal retreat. This may ales be true for the sxtremely viclent attacks on
Tito. It 1o uot Lelieved to have been Stalin'g idoa to overthrow Tito with
“ha help of the Suviet Army, tut to effect Tite'a deposition through an internal
purge. When thie did not rszult, Stalin &eve up trying.

There are thres gcod reasons for Stalin to alte. Soviat® policy in such a
radicel manner. The first 1s that Molotov's "get Lough" policy could not be
effected by means of the cold war. Inetead, i% could have led to a third world
war wuich the USSR conld nct aurvive. The sscond is that the Kremlin'e experts
gave out faulty infarumtion on the attitude of the Ballken veoples, as was the
caze with Hitler vhen ne ettompted to invade the USSR. The third is that the
USSR'a internal conditions were not such that Stalin darod embark on an adven-
turous foreigm policy.
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